
Reading Family 
Learning

Miss Self, Mrs Davies and Mrs Canham…





What does reading look like in 
Reception?

Saying initial sounds 



By the end of Reception…

Expected ELG:
➢ Children can read and understand simple sentences.
➢ They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. 
➢ They also read some common irregular words.
➢ They demonstrate understanding when talking to others about what they have read.

Exceeding ELG:
➢ Reads phonically regular words of more than one syllable as well as many irregular but high frequency words.
➢ Uses phonic, semantic and syntactic knowledge to understand unfamiliar vocabulary.
➢ Describes the main events in the simple stories they have read. 





We follow a scheme from Nursery..



Phonics – hear, say, read, write 



➢ Children need to be able to recognise the sounds quickly so they can hear the word –
Without it they cannot blend. 
➢ Pronunciation is really important for children to be able to hear the sounds in words.
➢ “Pure” sounds 

Initial/Speedy sounds 



• cat c-a-t 

• pink p-i-nk

• long l-o-ng 

• frog f-r-og

• dog d-o-g

• queen qu-ee-n

• light l-igh-t 

• fight f-igh-t

They need to be able to do this orally first before being able to read it and then write it.

A single sound is a phoneme/ 
grapheme.
A double sound is a diagraph. 
A triple sound is a trigraph. 

Blending and Segmenting 



Ditty books



Fred Frog Fred fingers



Red Words 

I

the 
you

my

said

of

no

be

he

she



What can you do to help?

➢Read to your child and with your child every night.
➢Read a variety of books for pleasure e.g. non-fiction, fiction, poetry so that your child 

knows where they can retrieve information from.  
➢ Talk to your child about the story, ask questions and introduce new vocabulary 

(WOW words). 
➢ See if they can point out any red words in the story. 
➢Help to hear initial sounds in words.
➢Recognise rhyming words in books and everyday life.
➢Play ‘Fred talk’ games to hear sounds in words. 
➢Give them opportunities in day-to-day life e.g. shopping lists 



What does reading 
look like in Year 1?
• Read Write Inc lessons – 1 hour every 
morning

• Guided Reading sessions – half hour per 
week

• Daily Storytime



What are children expected to do by 
end of Yr1?

Word Reading
• Reads speedily with the 
correct sounds for all 40+ 
phonemes and alternative 
sounds (fluency)

• Reads accurately by 
blending sounds in 
unfamiliar words

• Reads CEW words, words 
with endings, words with 
more than one syllable

• Takes into account 
punctuation when reading 
aloud

Comprehension
• Listens to and discusses a 
wide range of texts at a 
level beyond what they can 
read independently 
(Storytime)

• Links what they have heard 
and read to their own 
experiences

• Talks about different types 
of stories

• VIPERS
• Vocabulary
• Infer
• Predict
• Explain
• Retrieve
• Sequence



How do we teach reading 
in Year 1?

• Read Write Inc scheme
• https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/resources/watch/362/

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/resources/watch/362/
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/resources/watch/362/


How do we teach reading 
in Year 1?

• Green words – children can decode using 
known sounds
• Fred Talk – sounding out the word before reading (blending)
• sound-blending – putting sounds together to make a word, 
e.g. c–a–t  cat

• special friends – sounds written with more than one letter, 
e.g. sh, ng, qu, ch

• Multi-syllable words: Fred talk each syllable then put together



How do we teach reading 
in Year 1?

• Red words – have tricky sounds children 
cannot decode with phonics ‘was’
• Say the word, ask your child to spot the ‘tricky 
sound’, child says the word



How do help children make 
progress?

• 1:1 interventions for children who need support 
to progress

• ‘Pinny time’ for children who need to practise 
specific sounds but are progressing

• Children assessed every half term and taught 
in groups to support progress



How can you support at 
home?

• Listen to your child read everyday from 
home reader

• Read a variety of texts to your child –
signs, poems, lists, storybooks, non-
fiction

• Websites

• https://www.lexiacore5.com/login

• https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk

• https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com

https://www.lexiacore5.com/login
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/


Phonics Screening Check

• Shows how well your child can use phonic skills.

• Consists of 40 words and non-words (alien words) 
that children read one-on-one with class teacher.

• Screening Check 
takes place 
in June.

• Children will be 
fully prepared and 
familiar.

• Phonics Screening 
information will be
shared in the new
year.



Obb or Bob? Activity

• With your child, can you sort the words?  Are they 
real (Bob) words or are they alien (Obb) words? 
This Obb and Bob game is a great sorting activity to 
encourage segmenting skills. 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/PicnicOnPluto.html

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/PicnicOnPluto.html


What does reading look like in 
Year 2?
•Guided Reading Sessions Weekly in 
small groups as well as whole class 
guided reading sessions.

•RWI sound session x1 30 minutes a 
week through handwriting and writing 
composition.

•5 English lessons a week. One of which 
will be specifically based on a reading 
objective. 





Reading 



• There are a variety of question types:

• Multiple choice

• Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to 
show in which order they happened in the story’

• Matching, e.g. ‘Match the character to the job that 
they do in the story’

• Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title’

• Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that 
shows what the weather was like in the story’

• Short answer, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’

• Open-ended answer, e.g. ‘Why did Lucy write the 
letter to her grandmother? Give two reasons’











Meet the canine gang who will 
help you to answer each 
different type of question…

After reading any book or text extract, there are five 
different types of question, based on what you have read.



Vocabulary Questions with Vocabulary Victor

Vocabulary Victor will help you to 
look at how authors and poets 
have chosen to use certain words 
and sentences.



Retrieval Questions with Rex Retriever

Rex Retriever will help you to 
go into a text and retrieve the 
facts. 



Sequence Questions with Sequencing Suki

Sequencing Suki likes 
everything in order! She 
will help you to sequence 
the events in a text. 



Inference Questions with Inference Iggy

Inference Iggy will help you to hunt 
for clues in a text, about how 
someone might be feeling or why 
something is happening. 



Prediction Questions with Predicting Pip

Predicting Pip tries to see the future 
and she will help you to work out 
what might happen next.



Piccola lived in Italy, where the oranges grow, and where the sun shines warm and bright, all 
year. I suppose you think Piccola is a very strange name for a little girl; but in her country it was 
not strange at all, and her mother thought it was the sweetest name a little girl ever had. She 
and her mother lived all alone in an old stone house that looked out onto a dark, narrow street. 
They were very poor, and the mother was away from home almost every day, washing clothes 
and scrubbing floors, and working hard to earn money for her little girl and herself. So you see, 
Piccola was alone for a great deal of the time. She had no playthings except for a very old, very 
ragged doll that her mother had found in the street one day. But there was a small round hole in 
the wall at the back of her yard and when she stood on a stone, and put her eyes close to the 
hole, she could see the green grass in the garden next door, smell the sweet flowers, and even 
hear the water splashing into their fountain. She had never before seen anyone walking in the 
garden. Until one day, when that changed.

Now, let’s read a passage of writing…

Can you find two adjectives that the author has 
used to describe Piccola’s only toy?



She had no playthings except for a very old, very 
ragged doll that her mother had found in the street 
one day. 

Can you find two adjectives that the author 
has used to describe Piccola’s only toy?

Can you remember what adjectives are? Can 
you spot them?

The author has used the adjectives old and 
ragged to describe the toy doll.



Piccola lived in Italy, where the oranges grow, and where the sun shines warm and bright, all 
year. I suppose you think Piccola is a very strange name for a little girl; but in her country it was 
not strange at all, and her mother thought it was the sweetest name a little girl ever had. She 
and her mother lived all alone in an old stone house that looked out onto a dark, narrow street. 
They were very poor, and the mother was away from home almost every day, washing clothes 
and scrubbing floors, and working hard to earn money for her little girl and herself. So you see, 
Piccola was alone for a great deal of the time. She had no playthings except for a very old, very 
ragged doll that her mother had found in the street one day. But there was a small round hole in 
the wall at the back of her yard and when she stood on a stone, and put her eyes close to the 
hole, she could see the green grass in the garden next door, smell the sweet flowers, and even 
hear the water splashing into their fountain. She had never before seen anyone walking in the 
garden. Until one day, when that changed.

Now, let’s read a passage of writing…

What does Piccola’s mother do to earn money?



They were very poor, and the mother was away 
from home almost every day, washing clothes and 
scrubbing floors, and working hard to earn money 
for her little girl and herself.

For a retrieval question, you just need to go 
into the text and grab the information. 

Piccola’s mother worked hard washing clothes 
and scrubbing floors to earn money.

What does Piccola’s mother do to earn money?



Piccola lived in Italy, where the oranges grow, and where the sun shines warm and bright, all 
year. I suppose you think Piccola is a very strange name for a little girl; but in her country it was 
not strange at all, and her mother thought it was the sweetest name a little girl ever had. She 
and her mother lived all alone in an old stone house that looked out onto a dark, narrow street. 
They were very poor, and the mother was away from home almost every day, washing clothes 
and scrubbing floors, and working hard to earn money for her little girl and herself. So you see, 
Piccola was alone for a great deal of the time. She had no playthings except for a very old, very 
ragged doll that her mother had found in the street one day. But there was a small round hole in 
the wall at the back of her yard and when she stood on a stone, and put her eyes close to the 
hole, she could see the green grass in the garden next door, smell the sweet flowers, and even 
hear the water splashing into their fountain. She had never before seen anyone walking in the 
garden. Until one day, when that changed.

Now, let’s read a passage of writing…

What is the first thing that you find out 
about Piccola?



Piccola lived in Italy, where the oranges grow, and 
where all the year the sun shines warm and bright.

What is the first thing that you find out about 
Piccola?

Sometimes, to answer sequencing questions, you 
need to look back at a particular part of a text. 
What fact do you find out about Piccola right at the 
beginning of the story?

The first thing that we find out about Piccola is that 
she lived in Italy.



Piccola lived in Italy, where the oranges grow, and where the sun shines warm and bright, all 
year. I suppose you think Piccola is a very strange name for a little girl; but in her country it was 
not strange at all, and her mother thought it was the sweetest name a little girl ever had. She 
and her mother lived all alone in an old stone house that looked out onto a dark, narrow street. 
They were very poor, and the mother was away from home almost every day, washing clothes 
and scrubbing floors, and working hard to earn money for her little girl and herself. So you see, 
Piccola was alone for a great deal of the time. She had no playthings except for a very old, very 
ragged doll that her mother had found in the street one day. But there was a small round hole in 
the wall at the back of her yard and when she stood on a stone, and put her eyes close to the 
hole, she could see the green grass in the garden next door, smell the sweet flowers, and even 
hear the water splashing into their fountain. She had never before seen anyone walking in the 
garden. Until one day, when that changed.

Now, let’s read a passage of writing…

How do you think Piccola felt when her mother was out 
working?



…mother was away from home almost every day…

…Piccola was alone for a great deal of the time…

…she had no playthings…

How do you think Piccola felt when mother was out working?

This is all about looking for clues in the text and trying to think 
about how you might feel if you were in Piccola’s situation. 

I think that she felt lonely and bored because she had nothing to do 
and no one to play with.

Iggy’s Top Tip: Try to add the linking word ‘because’ 
to your answer.



Piccola lived in Italy, where the oranges grow, and where the sun shines warm and bright, all 
year. I suppose you think Piccola is a very strange name for a little girl; but in her country it was 
not strange at all, and her mother thought it was the sweetest name a little girl ever had. She 
and her mother lived all alone in an old stone house that looked out onto a dark, narrow street. 
They were very poor, and the mother was away from home almost every day, washing clothes 
and scrubbing floors, and working hard to earn money for her little girl and herself. So you see, 
Piccola was alone for a great deal of the time. She had no playthings except for a very old, very 
ragged doll that her mother had found in the street one day. But there was a small round hole in 
the wall at the back of her yard and when she stood on a stone, and put her eyes close to the 
hole, she could see the green grass in the garden next door, smell the sweet flowers, and even 
hear the water splashing into their fountain. She had never before seen anyone walking in the 
garden. Until one day, when that changed.

Now, let’s read a passage of writing…

What do you think will happen next?



She had never before seen any one walking 
in the garden. Until one day, when that 
changed. 

What do you think will happen next?
Using your prediction skills is about finding all of the clues 
to make a sensible guess about what might happen next. 
Can you think of your own answers that fit into these 
sentences?

• I think that when…

• might happen because…

Pip’s Top Tip: Try to add a linking word like ‘so’, ‘when’, 
‘because’ or ‘if’ to your answer.



Reading with your child…

Listening to your child read can take many forms:

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the 
plot, the characters, their feelings and actions, how it makes you 
feel, predict what will happen and encourage your child to have 
their own opinions.

• Look up definitions of words together – you could use a 
dictionary, the Internet or an app on a phone or tablet.

• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. 
Reading can involve anything from fiction and non-fiction, poetry, 
newspapers, magazines, football programmes, TV guides.

• Don’t just listen to them read, discuss the text!



Storytime Suggestions
Foundation Stage 

Well-loved stories/modern classics Nursery Rhymes Fairy and Traditional Tales

• The Very Hungry Caterpillar – Eric Carle
• Guess How Much I Love You - Sam McBratney
• Dear Zoo – Rod Campbell 
• The Tiger Who Came for Tea – Judith Kerr
• The Gruffalo – Julia Donaldson
• There’s a Monster in your Book – Tom Fletcher
• Spinderella – Julia Donaldson 
• Oh, the places you’ll go – Dr Seuss 
• We’re going on a bear hunt – Michael Rosen 
• Oi, Dog! – Kes Gray 
• The Snail and the Whale – Julia Donaldson
• Funnybones – Allan and Janet Ahlberg
• Each Peach Pear Plum - Allan and Janet Ahlberg
• Avocado Baby – John Burningham
• My Grumpy’s Outing – John Burningham
• Little Rabbit Foo Foo – Michael Rosen
• The Cat in the Hat – Dr Seuss
• Where the Wild Things Are – Maurice Sendak
• Goodnight Moon – Margaret Wise Brown
• Rosie’s Walk – Pat Hutchins
• There was an old lady who swallowed a fly – Pam Adams
• Owl Babies – Martin Waddell
• Peace At Last - Jill Murphy
• Meg and Mog – Helen Nichol

• Big Book of Nursery Rhymes - Lucy 
Cousins

• Playtime Rhymes - Sally Gardner
• 100 Best Loved Nursery Rhymes Chosen 

- Isla MacCuish

• Goldilocks and the Three Bears -
Lauren Child and Emily Jenkins

• Cinderella - Max Eilenberg, Niamh 
Sharkey

• Hans Christian Andersen’s Fairy Tales

Children listen to and discuss a wide 
range of texts at a level beyond what 
they can read independently



Storytime Suggestions
Y1 

Well-loved stories/modern classics Fairy and Traditional Tales

• The Detective Dog – Julia Donaldson
• Stick Man – Julia Donaldson
• Room on the Broom – Julia Donaldson
• What the Ladybird Heard on Holiday – Julia 

Donaldson
• The Tale of Peter Rabbit – Beatrix Potter
• The World’s Worst Children – David Walliams
• Funnybones – Allan Ahlberg
• Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy – Lynley Dodd
• Owl Babies – Martin Waddell
• Not Now, Bernard – David McKee
• Dogger – Shirley Hughes 
• The Dark – Lemony Snicket
• Where the Wild Things Are – Maurice Sendak
• Gorilla – Anthony Browne

• ‘Magic Beans: A Handful of Fairytales from the 
Storybag’ - Jacqueline Wilson, Philip Pullman, 
Michael Morpurgo and many more

• Hans Christian Andersen’s Fairy Tales (Martin 
Waddell illustrated by Emma Chichester-‐Clark)

• Robin Hood and the Silver Arrow (The Greatest 
Adventures in the World) - Tony Bradman and 
Tony Ross

• The Frog Prince - Margaret Mayo
• Little Red Riding Hood - Sam McBratney and 

Emma Chichester-‐Clark
• Rapunzel (Picture  Puffin Books)



Storytime Suggestions
Y2

Well-loved stories/modern classics Fairy and Traditional Tales Greek Myths

• The Day The Crayons Quit – Drew Daywalt
• The Pirate Crunchers – Jonny Duddle
• Traction Man is here – Mini Grey
• Meerkat Mail – Emily Gravett
• Amazing Grace – Mary Hoffman
• The Incredible Book Eating Boy – Oliver Jeffers
• Mr Majeika – Humphrey Carpenter
• The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me – Roald Dahl
• The Man whose Mother was a Pirate – Margaret 

Mahy
• Uncle Gobb and the Dread Shed by Michael Rosen
• Gobbolino the Witch’s Cat – Ursula Williams
• The Enchanted Wood – Enid Blighton
• The Adventures of Captain Underpants – Dav

Pilkey
• Kid Normal – Greg James
• Letters from the Lighthouse – Emma Carroll
• Diary of a Wimpy Kid – Jeff Kinney
• Percy Jackson and the Lighening Thief – Rick 

Riordan
• Kensuke’s Kingdom – Michael Morpurgo 
• Flat Stanley – Jeff Brown
• Matilda – Roald Dahl
• The Twits – Roahl Dahl
• The Cat Who Lost his Purr – Michelle Coxon

• Cinderella - Lynn Roberts and David 
Roberts

• A Very Princessy Princess from Hans 
Christian Andersen’s Fairy Tales

• The Twelve Dancing Princesses -
Marianna Mayer

• The Three Wishes - Charles Perrault or the 
Brothers Grimm

• Snow White - Jane Ray
• The Crane Wife - Gennady Spirin and 

Odds Bodkin

• Atticus the Storyteller’s 100 Greek 
Myths - Lucy Coats and Anthony Lewis

• ‘Magic Beans: A Handful of Fairytales 
from the Storybag‘ - Jacqueline Wilson, 
Philip Pullman, Michael Morpurgo and 
many more













Questions….

When children learn to read at an early 
age, they have greater general knowledge, 

expand their vocabulary and become 
more fluent readers. They also have 
improved attention spans and better 
concentration. ... Their proficiency 

in reading enables them to comprehend 
more of what they are reading.

It really does help with their wider 
curriculum of learning…



Time to learn together…

Your child will now come and join you. Use 
the time to try some of the examples we have 

mentioned this morning…


